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In this unit we will be exploring the way in which language interacts with sex identity. Under the 
three headings, Gender Reference; Talking and Writing Gender and Representing Gender, we will 
investigate the powerful and informing influence of language upon our experiences of being men or 
women, gay or straight. Questions raised by the unit will include: How does language constitute our 
subjecthood as gendered? Does language contribute to the positioning of our social identity or even 
exaggerate the differences between the sexes? Does language play a role in marginalising the 
experiences and identity of women and gay men, particularly in public life? How do we begin to 
move away from descriptions of masculine language as "universal"? How do we constantly construct 
ourselves as men and women through everyday talk and why do we seem to be compelled to do 
this?  The course is both theory and language-based, and time will be devoted to acquiring linguistic 
skills and terminology.  
 
Method of Assessment 
The course will be assessed by an essay and an independent research project. The essay will deal 
with theories of language and gender and the second assignment will investigate a particular topic 
of your choice, using the skills and frameworks acquired on the module and will take the form of a 
joint presentation which will then be written up as an essay. The first assignment will be worth 40% 
and the second (presentation and write-up combined), 60%.  
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