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Alasdair Thaniscl{University of St AndrewsScotlandl
and Peter ThanisdqtUniversity of Tampere, Finland)

Overview

The title ofJ a me s  ¢tenipaydl The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Simmarbit of

a mouthful, so we abbreviate it&ustified Sinngi Of course, you can enjdyog g Bosel withoutus
imposing imagery on yglbutmaybey o u idterested irthe sort ofandscapes whichHoggchose to
locatethe events intheovelHoggds styl e i s to mixistleliberatelyand f i ct i
ambiguous bout people, dateand eventdje is often very specific about geography, mostly using actual,
rather than fictitious, place namé&S¥here hedoes use a fictitious place narhe provides enough clues for
us to be fairly sure where Ihad h mind Theseweb pages providegs and photographe showwhere
these places are amdhat some of those landscapes look like ndacasionally, we throw in an old print to
give you an idea of what a place looked like at the time of the Justified Sinner, i.e. Sevé&tteenth and
ealy eighteentttenturiesWe alsoprovidedirections and other useful information to help ytan some
walksand other trips to explore the places we descsinee some of them adeff the beaten tradkyet

well worth a visit We urge you to get yotniking boots orandtakeawalk in the footstepsf the Justified
Sinner.
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Which Edition of the Novel?

There are several editions dfstified Sinnecurrently in print We picked theedition with the most
background information. Theublicationdetails are as follows:

James HoggdThe Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified SiedePeter Garside (Edinburgh:
EdinburghUniversity Press, 2002

In Case you HleWNewldt Read

If you have not readustified Sinnerd o n 6 t ustogive you a plot outline. & woul dsodyt dar e
www.wikipediaorginstead) However, br each location, wetate bréfly what has brought the plot of the

novel thereSo i f vy oead the aoved, godi tan havwenftrying to figure out what oearth is going on.
However, our remarks abodistified Sinnewill make little sense unless you know somethahgutits



structure Robert Wringhindis the name of the character in the novkbvis the justified sinner of the title.

In the novel, Robert is the author of the Memoirs and Confessions, the manuscript which is buried with
Robert after he committesuicide in 1712 when he was in his rtidenties We shall refer to this sectiaf
thenovelasRo b er t 6 s aMahe mosetRroibpetr t 6 s révrainedbaried for mdre than 110

years and wadiscovered by another character in the novel who is not given a name by Hogg, but who we
refer to ahe Editod In the novel, The Editorabs some researchBro b er t 6 s antbthem s cr i pt
producesis own narrative account, which we shall refer tdlhe B i t Narrdtige



The EditorEdtst rTircikp tFoal | Law and Cowandés Croft

James Hogg cleverbtirred uppre-publicationpublic interest inJustified SinnerHe did not use his own

name as the author d@istified Sinnermaking it appear to be the work of an anonymous Editgkugust,

1823 (the year befordustified Sinnecame outHoggpublished a letten Bl a c k wo o d 6(&théMaga z i n
time amajor literary magzing describinghowa s ui c i Hae besmlug up &dwtveo young men who

were on the hills diggingpe®.art of James8|l e §gd® dldisdastdéowsatzd n e

On the bp of a wild height called Cowé&nCroft, where the lands of three proprietors meet
all at one point, there has been for long and many years the grave of a suicide marked out
by a stone standing at the head and another at the feet. Often have | stood musing over it
myself, when a shepherd on arfehe farms, of which it formed the extreme boundary, and
thinking what could induce a young man, who had scarcely reached the prime of life, to
brave his Maker, and rush into His presence by an act of his own erring hand

(Justified Sinnerpp.165 6)

Figure 1 & wild height called Cowards-Crofta the viewf r om Co w a to thesou@irwest t

At the time, the reading public was greatly excited by this sort of tNiagoleon had brought mummies

back from EgyptFrankensteirhad been published in 1818 and the idea of digging up dead bodies, physical
resurrection, , etc. was all the rageJustified Sinnerthe Editortells us that he redd o g defies in

Bl ac k wo o d 6(the aldavegextmadt fnoe the letter is repriniiethe novel) andhe describes how he
traveledto Ettrick, presumably in 1823 or 1824, in the hope of visiting the grave.



Figure 2 View north -eastfrom Cowand Croft of not-so-wild forestry plantation . (Fall Law is just to the left)

In Ettrick, The Editor and his companions persuade a shepherd to take them to the site of the grave. The
shepherd tells themBt heakwda théiswrddpagdgtiiastirelgraveiser i n
actually on Fall Law, justto the NofiWe st o f  C o Tha shépkerd@uiding The Eati and his
companions gives a differemérsion of events:

the Eltrive men, with Mr. David Anderson at their head, had risen before day on the
Monday morning, it having been on the Sabbath day that thepotadown himself; and
that they set out with the intention of burying him on C@w@noft, where the three
marches met at a point. But, it having been an invariable rule to bury such lost sinners
before the rising of the sun, these five men were owertak daylight, as they passed the
house of BersKnowe; and, by the time they reached the top of thelaw the sun was
beginning to skair the east. On this they laid down the body, and digged a deep grave with
all expedition;] é1] .

(Justified Sinnerp. 171)

Hogg cleverly sows the seeds of doubgavesWeeaor t her e
Cowandéds Croft and the other on Fall/l Law?

On maps, the name of the hill@sall Lawg rather tharfFaw-Lawa Although the top of Fall Law islear of

trees, the conifers on the slopes grow above the peak and thus dominate the horizon. That makes it tricky to
get a good shot of the sunrise from the top of Fall Laww8& cheated a bit and got aumrise shot just east

of Fall Law.



Figure 3 The cairn on the hill east of Fall Law just after sunrise

The Editor and his companiodsi s cover Rob ehistdeb Mama sR oo Balf tads gr ave

[W¢g picked up a leathern cageé pn opening it out, we found, torogreat astonishment,
that it contained a printed pamphlet. We were all curious tondegt[€ ] it could contain

that he seemed to have had such a care about. For the slough in whichadllecsvas fine
chamois leathef é.]But the pamphlet was wrappsd close together, and so damp, rotten,
and yellow that it seemed one solid piece ité Jery little trouble, save that of a
thorough drying, | unrolled it all with ease, and found the very tract which | have here
ventured to lay before the public, paf it in small bad print, and the remainder in
manuscript. The title page is written and is as follows:

THE PRIVATE MEMOIRS
AND CONFESSIONS

OF A JUSTIFIED SINNER:
WRITTEN BY HIMSELF

Fideli certa merces.

(Justified Sinnerpp.173 4)

In Justified Sinar, The Editob s Narr ati ve i s Rplbietr tiors . Wafosuparcis n ¢owi c

theEdi t or s accountRol et hes ecaMaden, inantagieris ang Historical
record of themand the other a short postscrilgscribing the discovery of the manuscript



How to get there

Cowands Croft and Fall Law are on Ordnance Survey
Survey Grid Reference is: NT 251 192 GB Grid.

If you travel there by car, it is a bit less tham hours from either Glasgow or Edinburgh.
If you want to be on Fall Law at sunrise, you will probably want to stay in the vicinity. There are a few

options, but in particul ar wwy.tihieshiels.comahthe F08soitheé er T
West of Fall Lawor the Tussielaw Inrhftp://www.tushielawinn.coul t o t he East of Cow:

There is a public f ootynaroughly&Eastivdstand gdesqvdr the sadills poiRto a d
bet ween Cowanédés Croft and Fall Law. Pl ease do not
resemblance to a road and at places is very indistinct, even for a hill path.

Please take heed ofetffiollowing advice

1 Parts of the path can get muddy and slippery, so wear waterproof footwear with good treads.

1 Weather in Scotland, especially on the hills, can take a turn for the worse very quickly, even in
summer. So wear waterproof outdoors clothing.

9 If you approach the hills from the East, please keep to the footpath when in the vicinity of the farm
at Thirlestanehope. There is a track that leads through the farmyard, but this is NOT the public

footpath.
I f you want t o be o mtsOoseave dferth€following adeice. Fal | Law
T Check the weather forecast. I f the weather i s
sunrise.

1 We advise you to do the hike first during the day, then come back and do it again at night. You will
find it much easier to navigate in the dark.

1 We strongly advise you to do the hike when there is a reasonable amount of moonlight. So check the
time when the moon sets. You should definitely bring a torch, but for finding your way at night, the
moon is really pur best friend.

T You should | eave the I nn about two hours befor
tell the folks at the Inn what you are going to do.

1 Wrap up very warm. If the skies are clear, it will be cold and you will be hanging arauseoiie
time. In Scotland, the nights can be cold even in the summer.

T After sunri se, it owill take you about one and
the Tussielaw Inn. So, depending on the time of year, you may want to checlcéryget back to
the Inn before they stop serving breakfast.


http://www.tibbieshiels.com/
http://www.tushielaw-inn.co.uk/

Ti bbie Shields I nn to Falll Law/ Cowanodés Croft
First we describe the walk from Tibbie Shiels Inn.
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Image produced from the Ordnance Survey Ged-map service. Image reproduced with kind permission of
Ordnance Survey and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland

There is a car park to theest of the bridg@ear Tibbie Shielsnin.. Take a few moments to visit the James
Hogg monument nearby. Tibbie Shiels Inn is a piece of history in itself. James Hogg, Walter Scott and
William Wordsworth all drank there. They do meals, snacks and drinks as well as accommodation.
Furthermore, thehave a picture of James Hogg in the bar. Tibbie Shiels Inn has a patigresr park.

Follow the signs for the Southern Upland Way. (This is marked by the red diamond shapes on the map.)
Eventually, you will see a wooden signpost where the patmged to take branches off from the Southern

Upl and Way. Your path is signposted as Captainbs
boggy in patches, but it is not so bad once the path leads into the conifer plantation. Eventually Gdpts



Road joins a vehicle track. Turn right onto the track and keep going until you see a firebreak between the
trees up the slope to the left.

Figure 5 The firebreak runs up the sloge of Fall Law

Climb up the slope along the firebreak and you vathe to a clearing in the trees around the top of Fall
Law.

Let us remind you that although the top of Fall Law is clear of trees, the horizon all round is dominated by
coni fers. You can just about gesoutta gl i mpse of the



Figure 6 Fall Law: the horizon is dominated by conifers

(@}

I f you want a better view from a hilltop, dondt g
are clear of the conifers and Cowandés croft wildl

Walking from TibbieShiels Inn to Fall Law and back to Tibbie Shiels Inn tai@snorethan three hours
with breaks, photos, etc.



Tushielaw I nn to Cowands Croft/ Fal/l Law

Next we describe how to get to Cowdhdislke@obe t and
close to the route that Hogg had in mind for The Editor and his party. (The started off from the
Thrilestanehope sheep fair. Talking to people in the area, we discovered that even today, the various sheep
farms in the area take it in turns to host shesgps.
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Figure 7 Route from the east to Fall Law and Cowafs Croft

Image produced from the Ordnance Survey Gea-map service. Image reproduced with kind permission of
Ordnance Survey and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland

This walk assumes that y@approach the hills from theast. The Tusielaw Inn (alsdrequented bylames

Hogg) is about a mile from where the path leaves the B709 Maelfootpath that takes you to the foot of
Cowands Croft and @Exapt alia®d. si IRwsedagmaskedsirt the thott@rsright
hand corner of the map (B709) is too narrow to park in, so you will have to look carefully for a parking
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place that does not inconvenience local pedpi@u are staying at the Tushielaw Inn, you can leave the car
there and walk along the B709 road. There is not much traffic.

Just after you start the wadkl o n g Ca p,tyauiwili \iatkk paRt@ anthll area of woodland. Please note
that just after the woodland, the public footpath is off to the left through a(@ageother way leads in to
the farm yard.)

We shall be returning to this area at the end of this document to describe how you can visit the spot that

Hogg had in mind for where Robert tops himssdf that you can follow the route taken by the folk who
buried Robert. But of course all that comes attheeml@fb er t 6 s . Manuscri pt
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Dalchastel
The Editoroés Narrative starts as foll ows

It appears from tradition, as well as some parish registers still extant, that the lands of
Dalcastle (or Dalchastel, asis often spelled) were possessed by a family of the name of
Colwan, about one hundred and fifty years ago, and for at least a century previous to that
period. That family was supposed to have been a branch of the ancient family of Colquhoun

(JustifiedSinner p. 3)

Actually, speling of proper names was fairhaphazardight up to thenineteenth entury. h this casgit is

not much of a handicap sind@alchastebis a fictitious place namanyway.The fact that it is fictitious

means thaHogg expets like to play academic guessing games as to where Hogg might have located
Dalchasteln his imagination. We like the reasons given for equating Dalchastel with Luss, a village on the
banks of Loch Lomond. | n Hogg o6 sshadisevesa) persdigdraitsie a |l | i
commonwiththeh i r d of Dalchastel 6s wife, Rabi sa, includ
conversion project. Also, the first tinRabina ran away from her husband, George Calwanok her about

a day to walkback toher nativeGlasgow Luss is about 40 kilometrém Glasgow, so the distance is

about right.

Rossdhu Castle was occupied by the Colquhons until theigdteeenth entury. Since then, it has become a
ruin. Some years ago, the Loch Lomond Golfil€hcquired the land around Rossdhu Castle from the
chieftain of the Colquhon clan. Thastle is located behind the 18th greénnecessarily officious security
guardsstoped usrom gettingcloseto Rossdhu Castlérou have to be a member of tGelf Club to get

any nearer

3 : Bt o i .
Figure 8 RossdhuCastle We doubt that this is really what Hogg had in mind

RossdhiCastle is about three kilomres south of Luss. The road between the castle and Luss can be busy
and the traffic is fastnoving.It is not advsable to walk

We (Alasdair and Peter, that is) are not convinced that Hogg had Luss and Rossdhu in mind for the physical
location of Dalchastel. In the novel, the village is south of the castle, whereas hosh isf Rossdhu. We

have several morereasrs f or t hinking that Hogg had somewhere
them just now.
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Getting there

The map below shoshow to get to Luss by road from Glasgow. To travel from Glasgow to Luss by public
transport, you could get a train from Glasy Queen Streétation to Alexandria (the journey time is just

over half an hour) then a bus from Alexandiation to Luss (another half an hour).

reachan. . Tl
Hill* 536 &)

tron Muir/ <"

Shantron
. Hill

Figue9Rossdhu Castl e. D o n:§to likiage trbuble detirdy upbclpset h e map

Image produced from the Ordnance Survey Gei-map service. Image reproduced with kind permission of
Ordnance Survey and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland

Where to stay

Luss is a populaiourist destination, so there is a wide variety of accommodation avaitabie Luss area.
If you do not have Internet access, contact the Visitor Information Centre in Tarbet. Telephone: 08707 200
623

How to get away from there

The day after her marriage to Colwan, the Laird of Dalcha@&dina Ordelid a runner
Matters, without all doubt, had been very bad between themawmied couple; for in the
course of the day the lady deserted her quarters, and returned to her father's house in
Glasgow, after having been a night on the rdad® ]

(Justified Sinnerp. 8)
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Figure 10 Luss (top lefthand corner) and Glasgow (lower righthand corner). Not recommended as a hike!

Sad to say, the journey would have been a lot safer in 1687 than it is today. Strictly NOT reconamended
hike, especially not overnigkiie way Rabina diit.

At some later time, Rabina left Colwan for go&iewent back to Glasgow, takingpung Robert with her,
but sheleft her first sonGeorge with his biological fatherColwan the Laird ofDalchastel

Glasgow

The Editor hints that Rata may hae been seduced ler Glasgow ministeRev. Wringhim, and that
Wringhim was Robertds biological father. Rev. Wri
let Robert use his surname.

AlthoughThe Editor is vaguaboutthe locatoninGlagow of Rev. Wreiaragveritmedés par
following clue.

[Rev. Wringhirhtook pity on me, admitting nfeé but into the bosom of his own household

[ el

(Justified Sinnerp. 67)

So Robert Iived in orinReber Réenspt, M®ayss sghi més manse.
| hurried through the city, and sought again the private path through the field and wood of

Finnieston, in which my reverend preceptor had the privilege of walking for study, and to
which he had a key that was always at my command.

14



(Justified Sinner p. 85)

In the early 1700s, Finnieston was to west of Glasgow. So if Robert had to go through the city to get to
Finniesto then, presumablRev. Wr i nghi mds p ar iesshsideaf GlhsdowAlnthissr e b e e
time, Glasgow was stifhirly small.

Figure 11 Glasgow in the 1670s The Hi gh

Ki)isénthe @ght Mungods

Theobvi ous candi date f or HRkKirkof @lasgow hbviadayszall@h ur ch i s
Mungo&s Cathederal)lt wasin use at the time at whiclustified Sinneis setand there are natny other
obvious candidates on that side of Glasgitws an amazing building and well worth a visit.

Figure 12Gl asgowds St Mu h wseddobe k6aavh &s ¢hd High IKirk

I f Hogg did have the High Kirk in mind for Rev. W
Justified Sinner

The laird[ é ¢ut her short in all her futile attempts at spiritualization, and mocked at her
wire-drawndegrees of faith, hope, and repentance. He also dared to doubt of the great
standard doctrine of absolute predestination, which put the crown on thés I@tyistian
resentment. She declared her helpmate to be a limb of Antichrist, and one with whom no
regenerated person could associate. She therefore bespoke a separate estalflisérhent
The upper, or third, story of the old mansibause was awarded to the lady for her
residence. She had a separate door, a separate stair, a separate garden, and wailks that
no instance intersected the lafsd so that one would have thought the separation complete.

(Justified Sinnerp. 9)

This was very similar to the arrangement in the High Kirk at the time of Rev. Wringhim. Two congregations
did not want to worship togieer, so they physically partitioned the High Kirk and worshipped separately.

15


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirk

One congregation was called the Low@amgregation and the other was called the Outer High
Congregation. Thehysical partition was stillinpladen Hoggds t i mevedintle183s onl y

Figure 13 Interior of St Mungo & Cathedral (called the High Kirk in earlier times)
Rev. Wringhim would probably have been a bit sniffy about the idea of stained glass windows.
I f you vi sion&Stt . miMusn gtohdest the @psgaw tNecropolisyjustttodbast of the

Cathedral precinct. It was not mentioned in the novel. In 1831, it was established as a GlaR@regian
Lachaise

16



Getting there
It is about a terminute walk from Glasgow Queen Stre#dtion to St Mug o Gathedral.
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Fl‘gure 14 Glasgow Cathedral is at theeast end of Ca hedral Street then one blocknuth on Castle Street

Check the opening hours before you go. Although
building is actually owne8y Historic Scotland.

Finnieston: Rloddegtodés first b

R o b e first victim was the mildmannered and inoffensive Rev. Blanchdrde murder takes place in
Finnieston Dell. Alas, Finniestda sadly lacking irdells these daysSincethe early 1700ginniestorhas
beenindustrialized and then dadustrialized. In the process, not much of the original landscape has

survived.
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Figure 15 Finnieston

The first time wewent to Finnieston was on an ahtiqg war march.The march ended in Finniston where

Tony Blair was in the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Céage the photo belgviig. 16) telling the
ScottishLabour Partythatinvading Iraq was a really goadea

Figure 16 Finnieston: the SECC building isa part of de-industrializeddGlasgov
Picture by courtesy of SECCFinnieston Quay, Glasgow
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